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The changes in the Bills of Mortality during the century were revolu-
tionary. For the first fifty years the burials were to the baptisms roughly
as three to two — for the three years from 1740 to 1742 they were more
than two to one. From 1750 the average ratio grew steadily less, though
in years of special distress, of high prices or bad trade, the burials in-
creased and die baptisms declined. In 1790 for the first time the christen-
ings exceeded the burials. The dearth of 1795 had its inevitable results,
but in spite of this, for the five years from 1795 to I799 &iq baptisms and
burials were almost equal, the average annual excess of the latter being
nine. Again the effects of the bad season of 1800 followed by a fever
epidemic are seen in an increase of about 5,000 in the burials, and in
1801 there was a marked drop in the baptisms. Nevertheless for the five
years from 1800 to 1804 the average number of baptisms exceeded the
burials and the excess grew steadily.*
Between 1700 and 1820 the population of London almost doubled
(674,000-1,274,000), the number of registered burials did not increase,
die number of registered baptisms increased from 16,000 to 28,ooo.8
Rickman calculated the London death-rate on the assumption that one-
third of the deaths escaped registration in the parish registers, which he
used as less inaccurate than die Bills of Mortality. According to this,
the death-rate in 1700 was i in 25, in 1750 i in 21 or 20, from 1797 to
1801 i in 35, from 1801 to 1811 i in 38 and in 1821 i in 4o.9
The decrease was greatest in the burials of children. For the twenty
years from 1730 to 1749 the burials of children under five were, ac-
cording to the Bills, 74-5 per cent of all the children christened. The
proportion steadily decreased and from 1790 to 1809 was 41-3 per
cent,f
What is the explanation of this surprising improvement in the health
of London? The early part of the eighteenth century between 1700 and
1757 or 1765 is considered to have been one of the chief periods of
working-class prosperity in this country. Food prices fell from the
level of the seventeenth century, there was a great demand for labour,
and wages tended to rise. The standard of living improved. Instead of
bread from the coarser cereals, barley, rye and oats, fine wheaten bread,
previously a luxury of the well-to-do, became the staple food of the
greater part of the country. Between 1700 and 1720 London's share in
* See Appendix I, B.	f See Appendix I, C.

